
The Chicago Bears, Bears Care and United Air-

lines hosted a holiday party for nearly 500 people 

in the United Club at Soldier Field on Tuesday, 

December 13 to help brighten the spirits of de-

serving children and their families. The 2011 

Bears Rookie Class, including Kyle Adams, Ar-

mando Allen, Gabe Carimi, Chris Conte, Dom 

DeCicco, Perry Dorrestein, Nathan Enderle, 

Ricky Henry, Jordan Miller, Stephen Paea, 

Draylen Ross, Dane Sanzenbacher, Andre 

Smith, J.T. Thomas, Winston Venable, Antho-

ny Walters and Jabara Williams, joined over 30 

Bears executives and staff members in volunteer-

ing at the party.   

Children and families took part in a wide variety of 

activities including football drills, cookie decorating, arts and crafts, Xbox Kinect and bingo.  Kids 

had the opportunity to get their picture taken with Santa, pick out new books from Mrs. Clausô Book 

Shop, try on a full Bears uniform, and get their faces painted.  The players took turns leading 

groups of guests in fitness activities with the innovative HOPSports equipment and spent time visit-

ing and taking pictures with all of the families in attendance.   

Bears staff, coaches, and players, along with United Airlines employees, had the opportunity to 

ñadoptò a child or family and grant their holiday wishes by purchasing items on their wish lists.  The 

seven non-profit organizations that benefitted from this holiday giving initiative included DCFS, Fac-

ing Forward to End Homelessness, Illinois Action for Children, James Jordan Foundation, Mercy 

Housing, New Moms, Inc., and Primo Center.   

The Bears School Outreach program wrapped up its 14th successful 

season on Tuesday, December 13 when cornerback Zack Bowman 

visited Swift Elementary School, guard/tackle Frank Omiyale ap-

peared at Southside Occupational Academy and guard Edwin Wil-

liams visited Parker Elementary School in Chicago.  This season, 

15 Bears players visited 20 different Chicago Public Schools to 

speak to, motivate, and interact with students as part of the Bears 

School Outreach program, which is brought to you by the University 

of Phoenix, the Official Education Partner of the Chicago Bears.  

The theme for player visits was character development, goal set-

ting, commitment to excellence, and the importance of leading a 

healthy, active lifestyle.   Following the Bears visits, students re-

ceived a special Bears School Outreach notebook, courtesy of the University of Phoenix.  Players who participated in 

the Bears School Outreach program in 2011 included: Anthony Adams, Kahlil Bell, Zack Bowman, Chris Conte, 

Tyler Clutts, Dom DeCicco, Frank Omiyale, Julius Peppers, Dane Sanzenbacher, Matt Spaeth, Craig Steltz, 

JôMarcus Webb, Edwin Williams and Corey Wootton.  

Bears Spread Holiday Cheer 

Bears School Outreach 
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Gabe Carimi got into the spirit while visiting with 

guests at the Bears/United Annual Holiday Party 

at the United Club at Soldier Field.   

Matt Spaeth visited Gale Elementary School in  

support of the Bears School Outreach program. 



Bears Lend a Hand at Bernieôs Book Bank 

Bears BP High School Players of the Week 

IHSA Concussion Awareness 
Twelve student-athletes hailing from Illinois High School Association (IHSA) member 

schools across the state enjoyed a unique opportunity with defensive tackle Anthony 

Adams at Halas Hall in Lake Forest this fall.  The Chicago Bears teamed up with the 

IHSA to create a multi-faceted concussion awareness campaign entitled ñGet Defen-

sive Against Concussions.ò  Anthony and the students filmed a pair of 30 second 

commercials that were used during IHSA television and internet broadcasts, as well 

as radio spots and a photo shoot for posters and state final program ads.  

The students who participated in the program were: Tyler Bixby, Normal Community 

High School, Baseball;  Kaimara Herron, Walter Payton College Prep, Girls Volley-

ball;  Ericôel Johnson, Alton High School, Girls Soccer;  Aimee Kerley, Brown County 

High School, Girls Basketball;  Olivia McLaughlin, Taylorville High School, Cheerlead-

ing;  Tyler Middleton, Mahomet-Seymour High School, Wrestling;  Madison Miller, 

AlWood High School, Softball;  Taylor Nakagawa, Evanston Township High School, 

Football;  Mitchell Rose, Murphysboro High School, Boys Basketball; Donte Rush, Salem High School, Football;  Sophia Sesto, Marian Catho-

lic High School, Girls Water Polo;  and Victor Zamaro, Boylan Catholic High School, Boys Soccer.  Octavio Herrera of Melrose Park, an IHSA 

official in football and basketball, also participated. 

The Chicago Bears and BP were excited to team up this season to honor outstanding 

high school football players through the ñBP Bears High School Player of the Weekò pro-

gram.   Each week for nine weeks, a high school football player was selected for his on-

field performance, community involvement and good sportsmanship.   The ñBP Bears 

High School Player of the Weekò winners were recognized during an on-field presentation 

prior to the Bears vs. Chiefs game on Sunday, December 4 at Soldier Field.   

Players who were honored in 2011 include Ty Isaac of Joliet Catholic Academy, Zach 

Grant of Rochester High School, DeAndre Wright of Momence High School, Julian Rus-

sell of Gordon Tech High School, Pat Smith of Springfield Sacred Heart-Griffin High 

School, Wes Lunt of Rochester High School, John Rhode of Montini Catholic High School, 

Ian Woodworth of Marist High School and Dennis Hightower of Danville High School.   

In addition to being guests of the Bears on December 4, each player had the opportunity 

to direct a $1,000 monetary donation to the youth football program of his choice.   

Congratulations to all of the 2011 winners! 

On Wednesday, October 26, over 25 Bears staff members and executives, including Pres-

ident & CEO Ted Phillips, Chairman George H. McCaskey and Senior Director of Spe-

cial Projects Pat McCaskey, volunteered at Bernie's Book Bank in Lake Forest, IL. The 

Bears staffers helped sort and package thousands of children's books that were received 

through book collections throughout northern Illinois. The books will be distributed to large 

populations of deserving children through identified schools and social organizations.   

Bernie's Book Bank collects, processes and distributes new or gently used books to at-risk 

children in Chicago and the suburbs. Their mission is to increase the book ownership of 

these children, thereby increasing their chances to succeed in school and life. By 2013, 

Bernie's Book Bank will be distributing 1 million books per year in the Chicago area alone. 

For more information, please visit www.berniesbookbank.org.   

This event was part of the "Paws for a Cause" program, which gives members of the Chi-

cago Bears organization the opportunity to join together and support worthwhile communi-

ty organizations through hands-on volunteerism. Front office staff, executives and coaches participate in two large-scale activities that benefit 

charities throughout the Chicago area. 

Anthony Adams visited with student-athletes after he 

filmed a PSA in support of a concussion awareness 

campaign with the IHSA.   

Bears staff members helped sort books during a 

ñPaws for a Causeò event at Bernieôs Book Bank. 

The 2011 Bears BP High School Players of the 

Week were honored during the Bears vs. Chiefs 

game at Soldier Field.   

http://www.berniesbookbank.org


NFL/United Way ñHometown Huddleò 
The 2011 Bears rookie class, including Kyle Adams, Gabe Carimi, Chris Conte, Dom 

DeCicco, Nathan Enderle, Ricky Henry, Jordan Miller, Andre Smith, Stephen Paea, 

Dane Sanzenbacher, J.T. Thomas, Winston Venable and Anthony Walters, partici-

pated in the Bears annual NFL/United Way ñHometown Huddleò event on Tuesday, Oc-

tober 18 at Clearview Elementary School in Waukegan.  

During a pep rally, Gabe Carimi announced the construction of a new Chicago Bears 

Fitness Zone.  This new playground features swings, parallel bars, balance beams and 

more and is available to over 700 Clearview students and the surrounding community.  

After introducing his teammates, Gabe and the rest of the rookies led students through a 

variety of activities.  J.T. Thomas played ñDuck, Duck, Gooseò with a group of energetic 

students; Ricky Henry took on a team of 25 kids at the makeshift kickball field; Gabe 

Carimi and Jordan Miller led a spirited game of ñSimon Says;ò Nathan Enderle showed 

students the proper technique for throwing a football, and another group of players 

helped spread mulch for the new playground and walking path.   

The new Chicago Bears Fitness Zone project began with a $20,000 grant from the Chi-

cago Bears and NFL Charities to United Way of Lake County.  Bears Care, the charitable beneficiary of the Chicago Bears, provided a match-

ing grant of $20,000 for the project.   

The NFL/United Way ñHometown Huddleò is a league-wide day of service designed to bring awareness and impact to the issue of youth health 

and fitness. During ñHometown Huddle,ò NFL players, coaches and leadership participate in a variety of youth fitness projects in different NFL 

cities across the country on the same dayðbuilding fitness zones, hosting youth football clinics, rebuilding neighborhood playgrounds, and 

upgrading fitness facilities.  The NFL/United Way partnership connects NFL PLAY 60 with United Wayôs goal of 1.9 million more healthy young 

people by 2018.  Designed to tackle childhood obesity, NFL PLAY 60 brings together the NFLôs long-standing commitment to health and fit-

ness with partner organizations like United Way.   

For more information about the PLAY 60 movement and suggestions about ways to lead a healthy lifestyle, visit www.NFLRUSH.com.   

This fall, the Chicago Bears supported three major renovations of football fields in the city 

of Chicago in an effort to bring more fitness and athletic programming to local residents 

and youth.    

Two of these renovations were done through the Take the Field project, which is an initia-

tive of The Pritzker Traubert Family Foundation.  The Bears and Bears Care, with support 

from the NFL Youth Football Fund, invested $1 million for new fields at Jackson Park and 

LaFollette Park.  The fields will serve as home to youth athletic programs, adult sport 

leagues and community activities for the residents of the Woodlawn and Austin neighbor-

hoods and feature an all-weather surface usable nine months per year and lights which 

will dramatically extend programming time.   

Jackson Park Field was dedicated on Saturday, October 15 and LaFollette Park Field on 

Saturday, November 5.  Both ceremonies were attended by several notable guests from 

the Chicago Bears and the City of Chicago, including Owner and Secretary of Bears Care 

Board of Directors Mrs. Edward McCaskey, chairman George H. McCaskey, Director of 

Special Projects Patrick McCaskey, defensive lineman Israel Idonije, cornerback D.J. Moore, Bears alumni player Jerry Azumah and Chi-

cago Mayor Rahm Emanuel.  Local youth football teams tried out their brand new fields during flag football demonstrations led by the Bears 

players.   The Chicago Bears and Bears Care extend our sincere thanks to Merrill Lynch Wealth Management, U.S. Trust, Verizon and JBT 

Corporation  for joining our team and supporting the Take the Field initiative. 

The Bears also supported the $600,000 renovation of Gately Stadium in Chicagoôs Roseland neighborhood by providing a $200,000 matching 

grant through the NFL Grassroots program for a new synthetic turf field, new scoreboard, lighting and seating.  The NFL Grassroots Program, 

a partnership between the NFL Youth Football Fund and LISC, the nationôs leading community development support corporation, has resulted 

in the investment of over $30 million to create or renovate 243 football fields nationwide over the past 13 years. Locally, the effort has provided 

$1.35 millionðand leveraged a total of $8.3 millionðsince 1998 to renovate nine fields in communities across Chicago, often in partnership 

with the Chicago Public Schools or the Chicago Park District.  

Bears Support Renovation of Local Football Fields 

The 2011 Bears Rookie Class posed for a photo at the 

site of the new Chicago Bears Fitness Zone at  

Clearview Elementary School in Waukegan. 

Israel Idonije coaches a flag football team during the 

dedication ceremony and Jackson Park Field. 

http://www.NFLRUSH.com


Help ñSave Da Planetò 

Bears Players Support ñBear App®titò  

Bears PLAY 60 Challenge 
Congratulations to Daniel Boone Elementary School for winning the 2011 Bears PLAY 60 

Challenge!  The Chicago Bears and American Heart Association (AHA) joined forces to 

present the Bears PLAY 60 Challenge fitness program in eight local schools this fall.  The 

goal of the challenge is to educate children about staying fit and create an engaging and 

fun environment at school that seeks to inspire students to be physically active for at least 

60 minutes every day, both in school and at home.   

The sixth-graders at Daniel Boone logged the highest average minutes of physical activity 

per student among the eight participating schools.  Because of their successful integration 

of the Bears PLAY 60 Challenge over the four-week period, they were awarded a visit to 

their school by Bears cornerback D.J. Moore! 

On Tuesday, November 29, D.J. participated in a brief Q&A session with the students and 

a special fitness assembly led by Stretch-n-Grow North, Inc., which helped facilitate the 

challenge in four of the participating schools.  Each student also received a special Bears poster and a PLAY 60 t-shirt.  Stretch-n-Grow North, 

Inc. is a youth fitness and health education program that makes it fun for kids to get fit and make healthy eating choices. Stretch-n-Grow ses-

sions incorporate all of the fundamentals of safe and healthy exercise, including warm-up, endurance, floor exercise, stretching and cool-

down.  For more information about Stretch-n-Grow, visit www.stretchngrownorth.com.   

Current and alumni Bears players, including Jerry Azumah, Earl Bennett, Zack Bow-

man, Gabe Carimi, Gary Fencik, Caleb Hanie, D.J. Moore, Emery Moorehead, Mar-

cus Robinson, Craig Steltz, Matt Toeaina, Keith Van Horne, James ñBig Catò Wil-

liams and Corey Wootton, participated in the Bear App®tit fundraising event at Studio 

Paris in Chicago on Tuesday, November 1.  Guests enjoyed gourmet delights from their 

favorite Lettuce Entertain You restaurants along with a sampling of specialty cocktails and 

fine wines provided by Pernod Ricard, which were served to them by their favorite Bears 

players.  The event also featured live and silent auctions which included Suite tickets for a 

Bears home game, a trip for two from Apple Vacations, autographed memorabilia, and 

much more. 

Proceeds from the event benefitted Bears Care, the charitable beneficiary of the Chicago 

Bears, and its support of the Take the Field initiative.  For more information, please visit 

www.ChicagoBears.com/community/bearscare.asp.   

The Chicago Bears are proud to welcome Constellation Energy as the energy provider to 

Halas Hall, home to the Bearsô front office and practice facilities. This partnership also in-

cludes our new environmental awareness initiative, Save Da Planet.   

In support of this initiative, linebacker Nick Roach visited Hamilton Elementary School on 

Tuesday, November 15 to view a student-conducted presentation outlining Hamiltonôs con-

servation initiatives.  Nick also assisted the schoolôs fourth grade class in food composting 

and took a tour of their vegetable garden.   

Bears fans were encouraged to engage in the Save Da Planet initiative by supporting our 

tree sponsorship program, which benefits Chicago Gateway Green.  During the Bears vs. 

Chargers game on November 20 at Soldier Field, the Chicago Bears and Chicago Gateway 

Green recognized the fourteen founding donors of our Save Da Planet ñTree Sponsorshipò 

program during an on-field presentation.  These generous supporters made a donation of 

$300 or more and adopted the first trees that will be planted in the Bears Forest in spring 

2012.   

To learn more about how you can get involved with ñSave Da Planet,ò please visit www.ChicagoBears.com/savedaplanet  or   

www.events.org/savedaplanet  to make a donation. 

D.J. Moore spoke to students at Daniel Boone Ele-

mentary before leading them in a fitness assembly 

as part of the Bears PLAY 60 Challenge. 

The founding members of the Bears Save Da  

Planet ñTree Sponsorshipò program were recog-

nized during the Bears vs. Chargers game. 

(L-R) Caleb Hanie, Craig Steltz, Shaun Gayle, Gabe 

Carimi, Jerry Azumah and Corey Wootton  

supported the Bear App®tit fundraising event at 

Studio Paris. 

http://www.stretchngrownorth.com
http://www.ChicagoBears.com/community/bearscare.asp
http://www.ChicagoBears.com/savedaplanet
http://www.events.org/savedaplanet


Holiday Huddle at Halas Hall 
The Chicago Bears hosted the ñHoliday Huddle at Halas Hallò in Lake Forest on Friday, 

December 9.  The sold-out fundraiser, which was attended by Bears notables including 

Kyle Adams, Earl Bennett, Shaun Gayle, Corey Graham, Tim Jennings, Dan Jig-

getts, Jeff Joniak, Glen Kozlowski, Mrs. Edward McCaskey, George H. McCaskey, 

Connie Payton, Chris Spencer, Keith Van Horne, James ñBig Catò Williams and 

Otis Wilson, benefitted the Gridiron Alliance, a charity organized to improve the lives of 

former high school student-athletes who were catastrophically injured while playing 

school sports and promote the care and well-being of these injured athletes post-injury.   

The 120 people in attendance spent the evening mingling with current and former Bears 

players, enjoying cocktails and hors d'oeuvres, bidding on items in the silent auction, 

and touring the Bears training facility and the Walter Payton Center.  The event support-

ed a very deserving cause and provided a rare glimpse into the inner-workings of Halas 

Hall, which is closed to the public.  During tours guided by Bears staff members, guests were able to view the training and weight rooms, pool, 

playersô lounge and dining room, locker room, player meeting rooms, auditorium, media room where Coach Smith, Jay Cutler and Brian 

Urlacher hold their weekly press conferences, and the Walter Payton Center, which is the teamôs indoor practice facility.   For more information 

about the Gridiron Alliance, please visit www.gridironalliance.org.  

The Chicago Bears hosted the NFL Punt, Pass and Kick Team Championship on Saturday, 

December 3 in the Walter Payton Center at the Bears training facility in Lake Forest.  Finalists 

participated in an on-field passing demonstration prior to the Bears vs. Chiefs game on De-

cember 4, and the winners in each age division were recognized afterwards.   

This grass roots skills competition for boys & girls ages 8-15 is offered at Chicagoland 

schools, through the YMCA of Metropolitan Chicago, several Chicagoland park districts, and 

school physical education classes.  Children compete against their peers in punting, passing, 

and place kicking.  Log on to www.NFLppk.com for more information on NFL Punt, Pass and 

Kick.  

The Chicago Bears and Symetra Financial partnered to bring the Symetra ñHeroes in the 

Classroomò program to schools throughout Chicagoland for the second consecutive year.  

Presented locally by Gallagher Benefit Services, the program recognized Chicago area 

teachers for outstanding leadership and instructional skills.  Sixteen K-12 teachers were 

selected to be a Symetra ñHero in the Classroomò during the 2011 Bears season.  Each 

teacher was honored during a surprise presentation, where they received a $1,000 dona-

tion for their school, a $250 gift card for school supplies for their classroom, and two tick-

ets and pregame sideline passes to a Bears game at Soldier Field.  Tackle Gabe Carimi, 

tight end Kellen Davis, and Chairman George H. McCaskey participated in the program 

by attending several of the presentations. 

The Chicago Bears, Symetra Financial and Gallagher Benefit Services congratulate the 

following teachers for being named a 2011 ñSymetra Hero in the Classroomò:  Dianna 

Granata of Evergreen Park Community High School, Karen Reyes of Henry Winkleman 

Elementary School, Carolyn Kosiba of Apollo Elementary School, Crystal Lanski of Cam-

elot Therapeutic Day School, Deyana Matt of Westfield Middle School, Andre Poisson of 

MacArthur Middle School, Eufrosina Delgado Arroyo of Carl Von Linne Elementary School, Kevin Rutter of Carl Schurz High School, Andy 

Isaacson of Willowbrook High School, Michael Cicirale of Hillcrest High School, Eric Hendricks of Providence St. Mel School, Sophia Michalek 

of Geneva High School, Hollis Axelrod of Kipling Elementary School, Julie Witczak of Caruso Middle School, Jeff Vlk of Buffalo Grove High 

School and Maureen Suchecki of Indian Grove Elementary School.   

For more information about the Symetra ñHeroes in the Classroomò program, please visit www.ChicagoBears.com/community/

HeroesintheClassroom.asp.   

Symetra ñHeroes in the Classroomò 

NFL Punt, Pass and Kick 

James ñBig Catò Williams signed a football for a fan 

during the Holiday Huddle at Halas Hall. 

George H. McCaskey and Kellen Davis visited Caru-

so Middle School in support of the Symetra ñHeroes 

in the Classroomò program.   

The Bears hosted a Punt, Pass and Kick demon-

stration on Sunday, December 4 at Soldier Field. 

http://www.gridironalliance.org
http://www.nflppk.com
http://www.ChicagoBears.com/community/heroesintheclassroom.asp
http://www.ChicagoBears.com/community/heroesintheclassroom.asp

