Making Holiday Wishes Come True

By Larry Mayer
IN THIS ISSUE The Bears rookie class made a grand entrance at the
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Annual Holiday Party down an escalator en masse into the United Club.
As they waved to the crowd, it was hard to tell who
was more excited to be there, the young football
players? who wore their Bears jerseys and Santa
Claus hat$ or the scores of children on hand to

Home Team HandOff greet them.

3,W PHDQV D Qéhwhy Khbkidaid bfvtHe U
&KLFDJR %HDUV *+LJK 6FARBP $RRAIRDVH WKH SOD\HUV UHFHLYHG 3,1P SUHWW\
WKH *HHN sure if any of us were having a bad morning, this is The Bears 2009 Rookie Class
lifting us up, just being here and seeing the smiles on
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6WDSOHV 3'UHDP 3DUN &Norethan®0MHpeapleraktended the second annual holiday party, which-hasted by the Bears, Bears

WKH %HDUV” Care and United Airlinesknox was joined by fellow rookieal Afalava, Johan Asiatg Kahlil Bell, Kevin
Brock, Jarron Gilbert , Juaquin Iglesias Lance Louis, Kevin Malast, Henry Melton, D.J. Moore, Will
7 D 1 X | RfdR\odny Turenne. Bears staff members, coaches and players, along with United Airlines
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on their wish lists. The neprofit organizations that benefitted from the holiday giving initiative included
Chicago House, Humboldt Park Social Services, James Jordan Foundation, Mercy Housing, Interfaith Cot
for the Homeless, Chicago Park District Youth Football and Southwest Organizing Project.
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The Bears players assisted with various activities at the event, including bingo, musical chairs, baggo gan

youth football obstacle course, football toss and crafts. Melton and Asiata sang Karaoke songs with fans,
Afalava played musical chairs, and Knox raced Iglesias to a draw in the
obstacle course.
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Yolanda Brown of Chicago attended the event with her three chiddren
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sit down. They want to do more things. There are so many opportunities
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Make-A-Wish Visits at Halas Hall

Boeing Military Salute

U.S. Army All-Americans

Kahlil Bell posed for a photo with some new
friends from the Chicago Park District.



