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Grossman Honored by Teammates

Chicago Bears quarterback Rex
Grossman was recognized as
the Bears 2006 recipient of the
Ed Bleck Courage Award during
a luncheon at Maryville Acadeny
im Des Plaines en Tuesday, April
3. Head Coach Lowvie Smith,
offensive coordinater Ron
Turner, safery Chris Harris,
linebacker Hunter Hillen-
meyer, fullback Jason McKie
and many Bears front office staff
members were in attendance w
show their suppert.

Rex was selected by his teams-
mates for this award for display-
ing commitment 1o the principles
of courage and sportsmanship,
while serving as an ingpiration in
the locker room. MNamed the
MNFC Offensive Player of the
Manth for Seprember, Rex
helped the Bears reach the Super

Bowl for the first dme in 21
years and also became che first
Bears quarterback since |995 to
start all |6 games in a season.
Off the field, Rex has consis-

Rex Grossman was the 2006
Bears recipient of the Ed
Block Courage Award.

tently supported the communicy
throughout his four years in
Chicage and has particularly
focused his efforts on education
initiatives.

The Ed Block Courage Award is
given to one player on each of
the 32 MFL veams and has be-
come one of the most esteemed
honors bestowed upen a player,
The Courage Award is named in
honor of Ed Bleck, the lengtime
trainer of the Baldmore Celts
who was a pioneer in his profes-
sien and a respected humanitar-
ian. The Ed Bleck Courage
Aweard Foundation has cele-
brated the couragecus efforts of
MFL players while raising aware-
ness of the plight of abused chil-
dren in MFL communities for
over 28 years. Marwville Acad-
emy has served as the Chicago
Courage House since 1992,
Proceeds from the luncheon
benefited the Ed McCaskey
Scholarship Fund at Maryville,

Bears to Host Coaching School

The Chicage Bears will be host-
ing the USA Football Coaching
school at Halas Hall, the Chicage
Bears training facility, in Lake
Forest on Saturday, June |6 from
7:30 aum. vo 530 pom. The
coaching clinic is designed exclu-
sively for youth football coaches.
Coaches will learn effective ways
to develop and organize their
team, teach the proper funda-

rentals, implement drills and
cammunicate with players, par-
ents and other coaches, Each
participating coach will recsive a
USA Foatball Coaches Hand-
book, USA Football t-shirt and
hat, Ceach's gift bag, lunch and
an official certificate of comple-
ton, For moare information or
o register, log on o

woweed Likafearkallaam o eall the

USA Football Coaching School at
{877) 5-FOOTBALL. Reserva-
tions may not be made through
the Bears office.
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Sports lllustrated

for Kids has
recognized
Chicago Bears
Youth Football
Camps as the Best
Summer Camp In
the state of

illinais!

Exclusive
memora-
bilia helped
raise funds
for several

Bears

charities.

Bears Camps Win Top Honor

The Chicagoe Bears are proud
to announce that Sports lus-
trated for Kids has recognized
Chicago Bears Youth Football
Camps as the Best Summer
Camp in the state of lllinois!
Thiz honor reflects the hard
work and dedication of all the
coaches and staff that worked
tirelessly throughout the year
to create such a wonderful
experience for the 1,100+
children whe participate in the
camps each summer. Check
out the Sports lllustrated for
Kids guide to the best summer
sports camps by visiting

woerw. sikids.comfcampsl.
Chicago Bears Youth Football
Camps, the official youth
camps of the Chicago Bears,

provide age appropriate skill
lessons through station-based
training for kids between the
ages of 6 and 4. The camps
challenge experienced athletes
to reach new goals. while
building a sclid foundation for
newcomers to the game. Kids
will learn o run, cthrow, catch,
defend, form block, form
tackle and explode out of a
stance with proper technigue
and improved speed. With
patience and encouragement,
kids gain confidence..and
that’s what it's all abour.,
These week-long camps fea-
ture safe, non-contact football
instruction and athletic devel-
opment, as well as instruction
about good nutrition, proper
hydration and rest and recov-

ery. Camps are led by profes-
sional educators with high
school, college or professicnal
coaching experience. Bears
Herces, men who earned their
livimg wearing the Bears uni-
form, provide supporting in-
struction at all Camp loca-
ticns.

Chicago Bears Youth Camps
will take place in 26 locations
throughout the Chicagoland
area during the summer of
2007. Be a part of our pro-
gram! Call (312) 226-7776 for
mare infarmation or to regis-
ter, of visit
www.BearsCamps.com for a
complete listing of 2007 loca-
tions and dates.

Community al the Convention

The Chicago Bears 10th An-
nual Fan Corvention kicked of
on Friday, March 30 when
thousands of fang from all over
the country flocked o the
Hilten Chicage w cach a
glimpse of their favorive Bears
and redive the excitement of
the 2006 season, This year's
convention featured a
kids interactive area
with inflatable games:
seminars with Bears
coaches, front office
staff, and current and
former players; and
the opportunity to
purchage authentic
Chicage Bears equip-
ent.
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The Chicago Bears community
endeavors were also well rep-
resented, with booths seg up
to help raise awareness for
Chicago Bears Youth Foothall
Camps, the Walter & Connie
Payten Foundation, the Gregt
Moments in Foothall Holftime
book project., and Bears Care,
the charicable beneficiary of
the Chicago Bears.

Connie, Jarrett, and Brittney
Payten held a signing to pro-
mate the book Paytan, which
provides fans with personal
stories and photos from those

who knew Walter Payron best,

Proceeds from the book sale
benefited the Valter & Con-
nie Payron Foundation. In an

effort o raise funds for Bears
Care, fans had the opportunicy
12 bid on exclusive Bears
memeorabilia, including an auto-
graphed phote of Devin Hes-
ter's record breaking kick-off
return at super Bowl XLI,
Sales from che Great Moments
in Football Halftime book bene-
fited Rocky Clark and Rob
Komosa, two former football
players who were paralyzed
while playing high school foot-
ball. The book contains sto-
ries, anecdotes, and interviews
from nearly 30 accomplished
foothball coaches from MFL and
collepe veams, and is also avail-
able for purchase at

www, RockyClark.org or
www, RobKomosa.org,
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